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ABBREVIATIONS 


ABM anti-ballistic missile 
ACCJ American Chamber of Commerce in Japan 
ADB Asian Development Bank 
ADRs american depositary receipts 
AEC Atomic Energy Commission 
AIDS acquired immune deficiency syndrome 
ANC African National Congress 
AP Associated Press 
APEC Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation 
ASDF Air Self-Defense Force | 
ASEAN Association of Southeast Asian Nations 
AWACS Airbome Warming and Control System 
—_ B — 
BIS Bank of International Settlements 
BOJ Bank of Japan 
—_ C¢— 
CAPTAIN Character and Pattern Telephone Access Information 
Network ) 
CATV community antenna television 
CB covertible bond 
CCD charge-coupled device | 
CD certificate of deposit 
CFCs chlorofluorocarbons 
CHONGRYUN General Association of Korean Residents in Japan 
CIA Central Intelligence Agency 
CIS Commonwealth of Independent States 
CP commercial paper 
CTBT Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty 
CWAJ College Women’s Association in Japan 
= {) —- 
DAT digital audio tape 
DEA Drug Enforcement Administration 
DPJ Democratic Party of Japan 
DRAMs dynamic random-access memories 
— — — 
EBRD European Banks for Reconstruction and Development 
EC European Communities 
ECOSOC Economic and Social Council 
EDTV extended-definition television 
EFTA European Free Trade Association 
EMS European Monetary System 
EPA Economic Planning Agency 
ERM European Exchange Rate Mechanism 
ESA European Space Agency | 
_ESCAP U.N. Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific 
EU European Union 
FAO Food and Agriculture Organization 
FBI Federal Bureau of Investigation 
FCCJ Foreign Correspondents’ Club of Japan 
_FDA Food and Drug Administration 
FRB Federal Reserve Board 


FTC Fair Trade Commission 
ey, om 
GAO General Accounting Office 
GATT General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 
GCC Gulf Cooperation Council 
GDP Gross domestic product 
GENSUKIN Japan Congress Against Atomic and Hydrogen Bombs 
GENSUIKYO Japan Council Against Atomic and Hydrogen Bombs 
GM General Motors Corp. 
GNP Gross national product 
GSDF Ground Self-Defense Force 
— HH — 
HDTV High-definition television 
HFCs Hydrofluorocarbons 
HIV human immunodeficiency virus 
— | — 
IAA International Association of Art 
IAEA International Atomic Energy Agency 
IATA International Air Transport Association 
lIOCT Institute for New Generation Computer Technology 
ICPR International Commission on Radiological Protection 
IDU International Democrat Union 
IEA International Energy Agency 
IFC International Finance Corp. 
ISS International Institute for Strategic Studies 


‘ILO International Labor Organization 


IMF International Monetary Fund 
INTELSAT International Telecommunications Satellite Organization 
INTERPOL International Criminal Police Organization 
IOC International Olympic Committe 
IPI International Press Institute 
IRA Irush Republic Army 
IWC International Whaling Commission 
IVANS International Value-Added Networks 
— J — 
JAA Japan Artistis’ Association 
JAAF Japan Amateur Athletic Federation 
JAIA Japan Automobile Importers’ Association 
JAIDO Japan International Development Organization 
JAMA Japan Automobile Manufacturers Association 
JAMSTEC Japan Maritime Science and Technology Center 
JANCPEC Japan National Committee for Pacific Economic 
Cooperation 
JASA Japan Amateur Sports Association 
JATA Japan Association of Travel Agents 
JCCI Japan Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
JCP Japan Communist Pary 
JET Japan Exchange and Teaching Program 
JETRO Japan External Trade Organizaition 
JICA Japan International Cooperation Agency 
JICHIRO (ZENNIHON JICHIDANTAI RODOKUMIAI) ALL Japan Prefec- 
tural and Municipal Workers’ Union | 
JOC Japan Olympic Committee 
=_— K — 
KANKEIREN (KANSAI KEIZAI RENGOKAI) Kansai Economic Federa- 
tion 
KEDO Korean Peninsula Energy Development Organization 
KEIDANREN (KEIZAIl DANTAI RENGOKAI) Japan Federation of Eco- 
nomic Organizations 
KEIZAI DOYUKAI Japan Association of Corporate Executives 
— 
LBO leveraged buyout 
LDP Liberal Democratic Party 
LSI large-scale integration 
— W— 
M&A merger and acquisition 
MIA missing in action 
MIPRO Manufactured Imports Promotion Organization 
MITI Ministry of International Trade and Industry 
MOSS Market-Oriented, Sector-Selective 
MPD Metropolitan Police Department 
MSDF Martime Self-Defense Force 
— N— 
NAFTA North American Free Trade Agreement 
NASA National Aeronautics and Space Administration 
NASDA National Space Development Agency 
NASDAQ National Association of Securities Dealers Automated 
Quotations 
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NATO North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
‘NGO nongovernmental organization 
NHK (NIHON HOSO KYOKAI) Japan Broadcasting Corp. 
NICHIBENREN (NIHON BENGOSHI RENMEI) Japan Federation of 
Bar Associations 
NIEs Newly Industrializing Economies 
NIKKEIREN (NIHON KEIEISHA DANTAI RENMEI) Japan Federation of 
Employers’ Associations 
NIKKYOSO (NIHON KYOSHOKUIN KUMIAI) Japan Teachers’ Union 
_ NPA National Police Agency 
NPO nonprofit organization 
NTT Nippon Telegraph and Telephone Corp. 
NYMEX New York Mercantile Exchange 
NYSE New York Stock Exchange 
—O— 
OAPEC Organization of Arab Petroleum Exporting Countries 
OAS Organization of American States 
~ OAU Organization of African Unity 
OCCi Osaka Chamber of Commerce and Industry - 
ODA Official Development Assistance 
OECD Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development 
OECF Overseas Economic Cooperation Fund 
OPEC Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries 
~ OSI open systems’ interconnection 
OTC over-the-counter 
Se en 
PCBs polychlorinated biphenyl! 
PECC Pacific Economic Cooperation Conference 
PEN Poets and playwrights, Essayists and editors, and Novelists 
PKF Peace Keeping Forces 
PKO Peace Keeping Operation 
PLO Palestine Liberation Organization 
POWs prisoners of war 
— R— 
R&D research and development 
RENGO (ZENNIHON MINKAN RODOKUMIAI RENGOKAIl) Japanese 
Private Sector Trade Union Confederation 
ROK Republic of Korea 
tani 
SAS Scandinavian Airlines System 
SDF Self-Defense Forces 
SDI Strategic Defense Initiative 
SDP Social Democratic party 
SESC Securities and Exchanges Surveillance Commission 
SHIN RENGO (NIHON RODOKUMIAI SORENGO-KAIl) Japanese 
Trade Union Confederation 
SHITETSU-SOREN (NIHON SHITETSU RODOKUMIAI 
SORENGO-KAI) General Federation of Private Railway 
Workers Unions of Japan 
_ SNF Short-Range Nuclear Force 
SOR synchrotron orbit radiation 
STA Science and Technology Agency 
START Strategic Arms Reduction Talks 
a sane 
TCCI Tokyo Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
TOPIX Tokyo stock price index — 
TRISTAN transposable ring-intersecting storage accelerator in Nippon 
TRON the realtime operating system. nucleus 
TSE Tokyo Stock Exchange 
— lj — 
UAE United Arab Emirates 
U.K. United Kingdom 
U.N. United Nations 
UFO unidentified flying object 
ULSIs ultra-large-scale integrated circuit chips 
UNC United Nations Command 
UNCTAD United Nations Conference on Trade and Development 
UNEP United Nations Environment Program 
~ UNESCO United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organiza- 
tion 
UNFPA United Nations Fund for Population Activities 
UNHCR United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 
UNICEF United Nations Children’s Fund 
UNIDO United Nations Industrial Development Organization 
UNMOVIC United Nations Monitoring, Verification and Inspection 
Commission 
UNSC United Nations Security Council 
UPI United Press International 


USTR U.S. Trade Representative 
UV-B ultraviolet-B 
— 
VAT Value-Added Tax 
VCRs videocassette recorders 
VOA Voice of America 
VTRs videotape recorders 
— VW— 
WHO World Health Organization 
WIPO World Intellectual Property — 
WTO World Trade Organization 
WWE World Wide Fund for Nature 
Sa ia 
ZENCHU (ZENKOKU NOGYO KUMIAI CHUOKAI) Central Union of 
Agricultural Cooperatives 
ZENGINKYO (ZENKOKU GINKO KYOKAI) Japanese Bankers 
Association 
ZENNO (ZENKOKU NOGYO KYODO KUMIAI RENGOKAI) Federation 
of Agricultural Cooperative Associations 


Major News of March 2004 


Mar. 1 (Monday) 


Front Page News 
Aristide bows to pressure, leaves Haiti 
Facility with bird flu put poultry on market 
Japan to chair Iraq donors committee 
Hunt for bin Laden heats up in Pakistan 


Foreign News 
Chen launches referendum drive in bid to lift his 
election prospects (p3) 
Top Australian republican Turnbull enters politics (p3) 
Iraq council fails to meet interim charter deadline (p4) 
Schroeder’s battle to keep Hamburg tests voters’ 
- response to his reforms (p6) 
Ethanol ship sinks off U.S. ; three dead, 18 missing (p8) 
Belgian pedophile’s murder trial finally begins (p8) 
Libya to join Euro-Med aid unit (p14) 
New York village to keep marrying gays (p15) 
Domestic News 
Kyoto farm starts killing chickens (p2) 
Mock trial held on H-bomb test at Bikini (p22) 
Korean school trips now visa-free (p2) 
Abductees urge government to try harder for resolution 
(p2) 
Sports News 
Ohno continues his dominance (p23) 
Oki goes big at World Cup event (p23) 
Kasai flies in Utah (p24) 


Editorial 
China draws the line in Hong Kong (p20) 


Mar. 2 (Tuesday) 

Front Page News 
Seibu execs arrested for “sokaiya’ payoff 
U.N. approves intervention in Haiti 
Roh slams Koizumi on Yasukuni 
Iraqi leaders finish interim constitution 
‘Return of the King’ slays Oscar rivals 


Foreign News 
Howard orders new inquiry into prewar Iraq intelligence 


(p4) 


Government memo likened Aborigines to Nazi slave 


labor (p4) 


Furious China attacks U.S. crime, racism, 
ageression(p4) 

Haiti hit with rage, brutality following Aristide 
departure (p5) 

Putin makes surprise choice for Russian prime minister 
(p5) 

Christian Democrats grab majority in Hamburg (p6) 

Bush’s first campaign ads aimed at conservative base 
and Hispanics (p6) 

Italy’s Cabinet split over minister’s anti-Catholic 
comments (p6) 

Zurich ranked top city to live in world, Baghdad at 
bottom (p9) 


Domestic News 
Flu-hit farm tried to unload all chickens (p2) 
Aide of former Diet member kills self after interrogation 


(p2) 


Survivors mark anniversary of Bikini H-bomb test (p2) 
Six-nation working group to meet in March ahead of 
full talks (p2) 
MOxX fuel may be used at Saga plant in fiscal 2008 (p2) 
Okinawans said to be hoping U.S. pares military 
presence (p3) 
Shots fired at Tokyo home of posts minister’s aide (p3) 
Government to own more than a third of road bodies 
ee! 
Business News 
Railways venture down new income track (p10) 
Japan-Mexico FTA talks still stuck on core issues (p10) 
Tax revenues decline 11.1% (p10) 
Work hours rise for the first time in three months (p10) 
EU ups U:S. trade fight (p13) 
Australia’s BHP wins $9billion China pact (p13) 
Sports News 
Valentine wants entertainment (p19) 
Junior high student named to team (p21) 
Ishihara to challenge for WBA belt (p21) 
Shinya speeds to overall women’s 100-meter title (p21) 


Editorial 
Lowering the bar in Beijing (p16) 


Mar. 3 (Wednesday) 


Front Page News 
Chicken parts from flu-hit farm sent to 23 prefectures 
Scores die in Shiite shrine blasts 
‘I was kidnapped’ into exile: Aristide 
Cabinet Oks reform package boasting lay judges 
Foreign News 
Attack kills at least 29 in Pakistan (p4) 
China set to change constitution to protect private 
property rights (p4) 
Religious vigilantes run rampant in Iraq (p5) 
Kerry holds commanding ‘Super Tuesday’ lead (p6) 
50 held after Saudi gay wedding (p6) 
Scientists set to reveal big Mars discovery (p7) 
‘Monster of Charleroi’ goes on trial for killing (p7) 
Domestic News 
DPJ lawmaker denies taking aide’s pay (p2) 
Asada Nosan chief issues apology over bird flu fiasco at 
Kyoto farm (p2) 
Former abductee saw 20 Japanese in North Korea (p2) 
Poisoned girl’s kin win partial regress (p2) 
22% say foreigners’ rights secondary to locals’ (p2) 
GSDF, Samawah landlords agree to rental terms (p3) 
Northrop Grumman chief doesn’t expect Japan 
competition (p3) 
Business News 
Koizumi eyes postal reform chief (p12) 
China becomes lifeline for local Japanese industries 
(p12) 
DBJ creates infrastructure fund (p12) 
Economic summary (p12) 
Takenaka blames *¥ 18.54 billion loss on retirees, links 
(p12) 
Signs of U.S. expansion emerge (p14) 
Bush urges tax-code change after EU slaps tanffs (p15) 
Argentina unable to repay bad debt (p15) 
Sports News 
Japan players to receive reprimands for conduct (p20) 


Editorial 
_ Lapses in halting avian flu (p16) 


Mar. 4 (Thursday) 

Front Page News 
Kerry seals Democratic presidential nomination 
NASA finds evidence of water on Mars 
Dead chickens at another farm test positive for flu 


Foreign News 
Malaysia calls first elections since Mahathir (p4) 
North Korean scientist describes chemical tests on 
political prisoners (p4) 

Sept. 11 panel vows to meet deadline (p5) 

Rebel boss declares himself Haiti’s new military chief 
(pS) 

Cheney backs gay union constitutional prohibition (p6) 

Dutroux claims he followed orders from child-sex ring 
(p3) 

U.S. mad cow meat recall nearly four times larger than 
disclosed (p8) 


Domestic News 
Farms with bird flu face fine for delaying reports (p2) 
Sato offers to quit DPJ over salary scam (p2) 
Coalition readies bill to bar North Korea ships (p2) 
ASDF flies soccer balls, supplies into Samawah (p3) 
Japan to aid Iraqi telecom infrastructure (p3) 
Suzuki's Congolese secretary seeks apology over 
passport slur (p3) 
Ministry to push extended leaves from work (p3) 
Business News 
Stop intervening: Greenspan (p10) 
Yen rise against dollar not over: BOJ (p10) 
U.S. rice industry to expand sales network in Japan 
(p10) 
Rengo exec to be named member of U.N. agency (p10) 
First car designed, produced mainly by women tops 
men’s expectations (p13) 
Europeans criticize South Korea as major market for 
bogus goods (p13) | 
Australia grows at fastest clip in 4 years (p13) 
- Sports News 
. Ex-All Black to play in Japan (p21) 
Yumoto climbs back up podium (p21) 
Kawaguchi’s solo shot powers Buffaloes past Blue 
Wave (p21) 
Editorial 
Mr. Kerry gets the nod (p18) 


Mar. 5 (Friday) 
Front Page News 
DPJ’s Sato tenders resignation from Diet 
N.Y. declares ‘Matsui Day’ 
Indonesia troops killed American pair: U.S. officials 


Foreign News 

Sydney faces bitter backlash after glory of 2000 
Olympics (p4) 

Roh scolded for breaking election laws (p4) 

Jordan’s queen launches nights campaign (p5) 

French Parliament adopts contentious head scarf ban 
(p5) 

Video sting sets off fresh Mexican political scandal (p6) 

Court nixes only 9/11 conviction, orders retrial (p6) 


IMF head set for German presidential nomination (p6) 
Ukraine shuts down U.S.-backed radio station (p17) 


Domestic News 


Governor seeks ministry help to contain bird flu 
outbreak (p2) 

Seoul to press Tokyo over Yasukuni (p2) 

Slain diplomats’ car arrives in Tokyo (p2) 

Nuclear waste shipment arrives (p2) 

Defense Agency may become ministry (p2) 

Illegal access of computers last year hit record level (p3) 

Memory of feisty journalist, activist for women’s rights 
to live on at center (p3) 


Business News 


Singapore least corrupt in Asia: study (p8) 

Disney corporate drama has look of movie plot (p8) 
Toshiba-Samsung venture OK'd (p9) 

Steelmakers enjoy fiscal 2003 amid China boom (p9) 
Manufacturers’ capital spending up 15% (p9) 
Koizumi to woo foreign investors on TV (p9) 


Sports News 
Japan cruises in world team c’ships (p21) 
Tigers crush Marines 8-3 (p21) 


Editorial 
Opportunity for mutual prosperity (p18) 


Mar. 6 (Saturday) 


Front Page News 

Tokyo stock indexes hit 21-months highs 

Baseball legend Nagashima suffers stroke; right side 
numb 

Lower House Oks ’04 budget 

China’s premier promises economic growth, 
modernized army 

Bush, Kerry start horse race dead even; Nader is a factor 


Foreign News 

H.K. political system ‘most unworkable in world’ (p4) 

N. Korea’s ‘anybody but Bush’ stalling won’t do Kim 
any good (p4) 

Malaysian poll set for March 21 (p4) 

Mother gets custody of girl believed to have died years 
ago (p6) 

Three girls sentenced for lies that sent innocent man to 

jail for eight months (p6) 

Venezuelan envoy quits to protest efforts to stall recall 
(p6) 

Bush ads anger firefighters union, Sept. 11 relatives (p8) 

Daughter of Ireland’s Ahern strikes it rich with first 
novel (p9) 

Domestic News 

DPJ plans to expel Sato over salary scam (p2) 

Shizuoka cops admit embezzling millions (p2) 

Minister lets Myanmar asylum-seeker, kin stay (p2) 

Boy, 14, youngest to pass the weather forecaster test 
(p2) 

LDP Oks weakened whistle-blower bill (p2) 

Underdog racehorse saves course, own skin by losing 
(p3) 

Japan, Indonesia join forces to save tuna (p3) 

Furor over postal reform minister rumbles on (p3) 


Business News 
Japan to provide $450 million to Iraq (p10) 
Talks on FFA with Mexico close on pessimistic note 


(p10) 
Foreign reserves hit record $776.86 billion (p10) 
Household spending rises 1.3% (p10) 
Chinese currency to stay stable: Wen (p13) 
Senate votes to punish firms outsourcing U.S. jobs (p13) 
Controversy set to dog IMF in its hunt for new boss as 
Koehler quits (p13) 
Sports News 
Japanese women bag bronze (p21) 
Van der Westhuyzen Japan bound (p21) 
Pele’s picks upset compatriots (p22) 


Editorial 
Paying inventors their due (p18) 


Mar. 7 (Sunday) 


Front Page News 
Iraqi Council works to save new basic law 
U.S. queen of homemaking found guilty 
Japan mulls hosting meeting of U.N. reform panel this 
year 
Wild birds captured 1n bid to find flu source 
Foreign News 
China ups military spending for high-tech weapons (p3) 
S. Korean “Dr. Frankenstein’ defends controversial 
cloning (p3) 
Chen wants Taiwan military cut (p3) 
Thousands of Haitians demand Anistide return (p4) 
Bush to visit memorial to 9/11 attack victims (p4) 
Russia premier to slim bureaucracy (p4) 
France backs Egypt against U.S. plan on Arab 
democracy (p5) 
More Israelis want Sharon to quit than not (p5) 
N.Y. mayor barred from wedding gays (p6) 
Film offers rare insight family life of bin Laden (p5) 
Domestic News 
Police preparing to arrest Sato (p2) 
Weather satellite could go up as early as November (p2) 
Swedish premier supports SDF dispatch to Iraq (p2) 
China’s Li slams Yasukuni visit (p2) 
Russia may favor Pacific pipeline (p2) 
Business News > 
N.Y. crude oil breaks above $37 (p16) 
Guilty verdict could damage Stewart’s brand beyond 
repair (p17) 
Jobless rate stuck at 5.6% in U.S.; many just give up 
(p17) 
Sports News 
Takahashi notches win in World Cup combined (p18) 
Ando jumps ahead in short program (p19) 
Okabe bags victory at Miyasama meet (p19) 
Japan blanks UAE (p20) 
Editorial 
Life lessons from Mars (p12) 


Mar. 8 (Monday) 


Front Page News 
Libya hands over last nuclear gear 
Sato, wife arrested in pay-fraud scandal 
Iraqi charter to be signed unchanged despite Shiites’ 
doubts 
GSDF chief planning to visit Samawah 


Foreign News 
H.K. governing principle needs review, Hu says (p3) 
Hong Kong democrat gets Beijing talks offer (p3) 
Haitian rebel fighters insist they will not disarm (p4) 
Greeks to pick new legislature ahead of Summer 
Olympics (p5) 
Bush, Fox cut deal on short-term visas (p6) 
Bloomberg backs gay rights while applying marriage 
ban (p10) 
Tall would-be spies need not apply to Britain’s M15 
(p10) 
Domestic News 
Wild birds in Kyoto found to have flu virus (p2) 
Initial test indicates nation’s 11" case of mad cow 
disease (p2) 
64% favor sanctions on North Korea (p2) 
Party policy chiefs eye ban on family as official aids 
(p2) 
Business News 
Rabid investors rally around Putin (p15) 
Russian pipeline deal soil Sino-Japan ties (p15) 


Sports News 
Teen sensation claims first pro victory (p21) 
Ando bags junior title (p21) 
Takahashi wins again (p21) 
Kasai leads Japan into third place (p23) 
Ojima places second in marathon (p23) 
No stopping Schumacher as he mails Australian GP 
(p24) 
Takaoka to run at Lake Biwa (p21) 
Japan kicks off 2004 with 4-0 mauling of Malaysia(p22) 


Editorial 
Over-exposed in Houston (p14) 


Mar. 9 (Tuesday) 


Front Page News 
Poultry exec, wife commit suicide over bird flu fiasco 
Opposition to seek Roh impeachment 
Greek conservatives defeat ruling party in elections 
Iraqi council signs interim constitution 
Iraqi Council works to save new basic law 
Foreign News 
North Korea may call for U.S. pullout (p4) 
Howard dismisses talk of leadership change (p4) 
Up to 100,000 Taiwanese flying home for election (p4) 
No great Greek policy changes expected (p5) 
Austrian far-rightist Haider scores surprise home-state 
win (p4) | 
Kerry says Bush blocking 9/11, intelligence inquiries 
(p6) 
Chavez warns U.S. against invasion of Venezuela (p6) 
U.S. forces ‘violating Afghan nghts’: Human Rights 
Watch (p6) 
One in eight species of world’s birds facing extinction: 
study (p7) 
Gay bishop becomes head of diocese (p7) 
Maryland slaughters chickens to stem outbreak of avian 
_ flu (p8) 
Domestic News 
LDP to submit bill on constitutional reform (p2) 
Man facing charge of fencing got cars tied to spy boat 


(p2) 


Bu 


GSDF makes good on employment promise (p2) 

Part-timers seek some respect; unions step up (p3) 

Justice minister vows registry revisions to end birth- 
record prejudice (p3) 

siness News 

GE poised to buy Resona unit (p10) 

TSE lauded for bypassing bureaucrats (p10) 

Japan hurdle to U.S. foothold in China biotech wheat 
market (p10) 

Afghanistan seeks more financial aid (p10) 

BOJ to review ‘tankan’ framework (p10) 

Singapore government to invest $59 million in small 
Asian companies (p13) 

China must be careful on fast growth: minister (p13) 

Investors’ renewed risk appetite boosts markets: BIS 


(p13) 
Thai economy grew 6.7% in 2003 (p13) 


France, Libya sign economic accords (p13) 
Sports News 


Thorpe to concentrate on freestyle (p19) 
Yokohama inks pitcher Walker (p19) 
Olympics green light for Nagashima (p20) 


Editorial 


Diet’s plate remains full (p16) 


Mar. 10 (Wednesday) 
Front Page News 


U.S. troops fired upon in Haiti 


Pakistan test-fires new missile 


Cabinet Oks highway privatization plan 

Ehime reactor leaks 1.6 tons of radioactive coolant 
water 

Embryo breakthrough offers fertility hope for cancer 
patients 


Foreign News 


Court rules Bashir to go free next month (p4) 

Opposition submit motion to impeach South Korea’s 
Roh (p4) 

North Korea may invite 3 Tenors to Pyongyang (p4) 

Father of Iraqi nuclear project denies Hussein restarted 


program (p5) 


- Turkey unhappy over Iraq constitution (p5) 


Guantanamo detainees set for return to Britain (p5) 

Spain’s conservatives ride high before election (p6) 

Blair plan to revamp age-old British legal system 
stumbles in the Lords (p6) 

Nobel laureate slams lack of women’s rights (p7) 

Kerry, Bush continue slugfest in the South (p8) 

Seatle to recognize marriages of gay city workers; six 
Same-sex couples sue (p8) 


Domestic News 


Kyoto sets bird flu tab at 34600 million (p2) 

Manual on handling dead birds issued (p2) 

Bills on evacuation of civilians, U.S. cooperation wrap 
up defense package (p2) 


Data on 660,000 customers feared leaked from firm (p2) 


Cabinet endorses diluted bill to safeguard whistle- 
blowers (p2) 

Yasukuni visits feel natural: Koizumi (p2) 

Japan to sign global smoking treaty (p2) 

Municipal merger law to be updated (p3) 

Women tapped for ODA ideas (p3) 


Business News 
Toyota, Ford sign licensing deal (p14) 
Nissan sued over stolen headlights (p14) 
Machinery orders down in January (p14) 
Ministerial face-off fails to spark FTA joy (p14) 
Europeans raise limits on sales on gold, diluting its 
market role (p16) 
Chinese demand creates world steel-scrap crisis (p17) 
Agency says Bush tax cuts’ impact will be slight (p17) 


Sports News 
Bright named Japan League MVP (p21) 
Kazuo debuts with Mets (p22) 


Editorial 
Security bills merit deliberation (p18) 


Mar. 11 (Thursday) 


Front Page News 
Kobe killer set free 
Hubble snapshot shows chaos of galaxies in infant 
univers 
Japan, Mexico reach broad agreement on FTA 
Yen loans to China set to be reduced by 20% 


Foreign News 

Cleric Bashir ‘deeply’ involved in terrorism, says top 
U.S. official (p4) 

Nuclear row stalling shows Pyongyang, Washington 
agreeing for once (p4) 

Pakistan urged to scale back missile tests (p4) 

Bush, Cheney made Iraq misstatements: Tenet (p5) 

Guantanamo inmates now in U.K. custody (p6) 

Israel, Palestinians try to rally Egypt peace support (p6) 

Putin appoints a new foreign minister (p8) 

Hundreds of French scientists vote to quit over funding 
Crisis (p8) 

U.S.-backed council names Haiti premier (p9) 

Hostage’s husband to leave Colombia after threats (p9) 

More Americans support same-sex civil unions: poll 
(p10) 

U.K., China pool resources in illegal immigrant case 
(p10) 

Domestic News 
Researcher states case against extradition (p2) 
Koizumi admits state fault in ‘SOs emigration plan (p2) 
_ Sato owns up to pocketing salary of no-show aide (p2) 

Dead crow in Osaka Prefecture tests Positive for avian 
influenza virus (p2) 

Koizumi treat for English speakers (p2) 

Tokyo suit seeks site of Korean school (p3) 

Lawmakers says Tokyo should prod Pyongyang (p3) 


~ Business News 


IRCJ commits to ¥ 366 billion bailout of Kanebo (p12) 

U.S. expects rise in pork exports to Japan (p12) 

Real growth of economy cut to 1.6% on quarter (p12) 

Current account surplus up 135.2% in January (p12) 

Consumer confidence up in Tokyo for second month 
(p12) 

JAL group to slash 4,500 jobs in next three years (p12) 

Argentina avoids default with $3.1 billion payment 
(p14) 

Investment curbs help China tone down industrial 
growth (p15) 

Developing countries seek chance nominate IMF head 


(p15) 
Sports News 
Kitagawa lifts Buffs over Dragons (p23) 
Nagashima showing improvement (p23) 
Horie to sit out Nagoya meet (p23) 


Editorial 
A historic day for Iraq (p20) 


Mar. 12 (Friday) 


Front Page News 
Train station blasts kill 173 in Madnd 
Crimes laid to foreigners top 40,000 for first time 
Mitsubishi Fuso admits defect may send truck wheels 
flying 
Toyota trumpets walking robots 
British police free all five Guantanamo returnees 


Foreign News 
Lawmakers block Roh’s impeachment (p4) 
Indonesian election a battle between two dynasties (p4) 
State vows to return ‘stolen wages’ to Aborigines (p4) 
Two believed killed by marines as new premier returns 
to Haiti (p5) 
Turkey spied on backers of U.S., EU (p5) 
New Yorkers sue over post-9/11 air (p5) 
Israeli foreign minister sets off for Egypt talks (p6) 
U.S. to hand out $5 billion in Iraq contracts: official 
(p6) 
Domestic News 
Windowless coops eyed in bird flu fight (p2) 
Defense Agency upgrade delay sought (p2) 
. Koizumi backpedals, supports certain cases of 
‘amakudari’ (p2) 
Base commander skips noise hearing (p2) 
ASDF unit accused of expenses scam (p2) 
Chinese being frozen out of student visa process (p3) 
Business News 
Bush defends economic record (p8) 
IMF recommends Argentina payout (p8) 
SAS splits into three national firms (p8) 
EU entrant Poland in VAT hot water (p8) 
Fukui fears sowing seeds of inflation (p9) 
With Mexico FTA set, Japan turns towards Asia (p9) 
Sports News 
Japan to face Cuba in warm up (p23) 


Editorial 
Potholes in highway privatization (p18) 


Mar. 13 (Saturday) 


Front Page News 
Japan and Mexico reach final FTA agreement 
Chaotic Parliament impeaches Roh 
Hapless hikers earn Iraq police shakedown, Tokyo’s 
wrath 
Spain mourns bomb victims, tries to pinpoint 
perpetrators 
Foreign News 
Roh’s self-made success story begins to unravel (p4) 
France battles to exercise influence in Vietnam (p4) 
Ex-congressional aide accused of spying for Iraq, taking 
$10,000 (p5) 
_ Spanish bombings represent shift for both top suspects 


(p6) 

Envoys meet with Sharon over proposed Gaza Strip 
withdrawal (p7) 

Gunfire kills two in Haiti after demonstrators dispersed 
(p8) 

Court halts San Francisco gay weddings (p9) 

Bush airs first attack ad against Kerry, defends 9/11 
images (p9) 


~ Domestic News 


Hokkaido police chief admits funds scam (p2) 

Agency’s use of pension funds for checkups raise 
eyebrows (p2) 

Japanese firm sold Libya uranium conversion plant (p2) 

Madrid carnage sets off alarm bells (p2) 

More visas proposed for Chinese tour groups (p2) 

Cabinet Office to revoke NPO licenses for first time 
(p2) 

Man tied to spy ship got mob drug funds (p2) 

Kin of abductees spooked by specter of Kerry in White 
House (p3) 

Plans for U.S. military still source of friction (p3) 

Record 19% of Japan population aged 65 or older (3p) 


Business News 

Matsui, Resona 1n brokerage account deal (p10) 

Airport to ask builders for lower prices (p10) 

ASDL users topped 10 million in ’03 but FTTH seen 
taking lead by ’07 (p10) 

Finance Ministry to seek expert advice (p10) 

Corporate bankruptcies slipped 23.8% in February (p10) 

University grad job outlook darkens (p10) 

Canadian poultry ban back in force (p10) 

Ford pick up, Nissan minivan bag five stars in crash 
tests (p12) 

. Markets plunge as Seoul fears impeachment crisis to hit 

economy (p13) 

U.K. long way. from euro: paper (p13) 

Lawmakers OK reforms of German pensions (p13) 


Sports News 
Osaka governor urges to snub sumo (p23) 
Mahara inspires Hawks at Koshien (p23) 
Japan to face Scots at Murrayfield (p23) 
Torre rules Williams out of season-opening games in 
Tokyo (p24) 
Editorial 
Unrealistic claim of espionage (p16) 


Mar. 14 (Sunday) 


Front Page News 
U.S. starts new Afghan drive aimed at al-Qaeda, Taliban 
S. Korean interim president urges calm 
Spain turns attention to election after 12 million 
publicly condemn violence 
Putin looks certain of election victory 
Iran puts off U.N. nuclear inspectors’ visit 


Foreign News 


Arroyo’s No.2 sides with poll rival Poe (p3) 
Roh’s impeachment has exposed rift over his reformist 
agenda (p3) 
One billion set to vote in Asia as democracy slowly 
entrenches (p3) 
Martin faces tough polls in Canada (p4) 


U.S. plans to expand embassy in Baghdad, staffed by 
2,700 (p4) 

Jamaica won’t allow Aristide to use it for return (p5) 

Canadian law bans human cloning (p5) 


Domestic News 
_ Kobe killer changed in six years: sources (p2) 
JR Kyushu starts bullet-train runs (p2) 
_ 190 Iraq-bound troops ship out (p2) 
Citizens find Bush guilty of Afghan war crimes (p2) 
Peruvian prosecutor seeks 30-year sentence for Fujimori 
(p2) 
Business News 
Greenspan urges better education, not trade barriers 
(p16) 
U.S. bankruptcies hit all-time high (p16) 
London taxis to be built in Mexico (p16) 
Japanese automakers looking to create cheap, efficient 
jets (p17) 
Sports News 
Toshiba, Kobe Steel to meet in title game (p20) 
Asashoryu heavy favorite in Osaka (p21) 
Higashi soars to fifth in Norway (p21) 
Hagimoto set to take over Japan team (p21) 
Yamaoka scoops up half-pipe title (p21) 
Editorial 
Imagining a world without birds (p14) 


Mar. 15 (Monday) 
No paper was issued due to press holiday 
on Sunday. 


Mar. 16 (Tuesday) 


Front Page News 
Spanish winner vows to pull troops from Iraq 
Victorious Putin vows to maintain order 
China reportedly executes 10,000 annually 
Japan welcomes Putin’s re-election 
Foreign News 
China, France to hold naval drills (p4) 
China moves to guarantee human rights (p4) 
Aznar government to blame for poll loss: analysts (p5) 
' Georgian president puts nation’s military on alert (p5) 
Exiled Haitian leader Aristide flies to Caribbean from 
Africa (p6) 
Powell tells Kerry to back up claim on secret support of 
foreign leaders (p6) 
Pavarotti makes opera swan song (p7) 
Silver dollar may be first one made by U.S. mint (p7) 
Fox says wife not seeking presidency (p7) 
Domestic News 
Fukui governor Oks use of MOX fuel (p2) 
Crow confirmed infected with HSN1 (p2) 
Fukuda gets testy over Yasukuni Shrine questions (p2) 
MSDF delivers Iraq supplies (p2) 
Emperor's duties to be scaled down (p2) 
Diplomats, experts weigh terror threats (p3) 
Homeless aid must get beyond ‘crude’ level: study (p3) 
Business News _ 
Japanese airlines grapple for slice of China pie (p14) 
Baucus, ministers agree beef ban should be short (p14) 


Koizumi aims to maintain *¥ | trillion subsidy cut in 


\ 


2005 (p14) 
More new condos sold in Tokyo (p14) 
Department store sales up 0.3% (p14) 
Biggest high-tech fair to meld work and play (p17) 
China’s NPC approves budget, economic plan (p17) 


Sports News 
Ahonen captures World Cup title (p23) 
Q-chan fails to make Olympic team (p24) 


Editorial 
A sad day for Korean democracy (p20) 


Mar. 17 (Wednesday) 


Front Page News 
Emergency steps target bird flu 
U.S. government expands mad cow tests 
Tokyo unyielding on import stance 
Spanish police link Moroccan militants to Madrid 
bombings 
Governments vow no Iraq pullout 
Foreign News 
N. Korean leave German Embassy (p4) 
EU scrambles to forge antiterrorism strategy in wake of 
Madrid (p5) 
Georgia plans to slap sanctions on rebel region (p6) 
Putin reaps praise, criticism after win (p6) 
U.S. clergy charged for marrying says (p9) 
Popcorn worker wins in $20 million lung lawsuit (p9) 
Domestic News 
Top court backs welfare savings (p2) 
Chief of GSDF mission visits schools (p2) 
Redress denied in suits over Koizumi shrine visits (p2) 
University accepts, then rejects Asahara daughter (p2) 
Cabinet to start working lunches (p2) 
Suit seeks to nix deportation order that will split up 
family (p3) 
Japan to provide Haiti with food aid (p3) 
Business News 
TSE to drop foreign section (p14) 
Japanese companies unfazed by specter of stronger yuan 
(p14) 
Japan to cancel Uganda’s $57 million debt (p14) 
Hamanaka named Tokyo Metro head (p14) 
Europeans OK Microsoft sanctions (p17) 
Australian tourism bounces back (p17) 
South Korean trade surplus swells (p17) 


Sports News 

Okubo spares Japan’s blushes (p21) 

Kazuo connects for first home run with Mets (p22) 
Editorial 

Stability under a strongman (p18) 


Mar. 18 (Thursday) 


Front Page News 
Court halts weekly over story on Tanaka daughter 
Spain memorializes victims of Madrid bombings 
U.S. image falls to new low: poll 

Foreign News 
N. Korean child welfare improves, but nsks remain: 

INICEF (p4) 

World shudders at Spain’s attack fallout (p8) 
Political landscape in Spain worries U.S. (p5) 


IAEA chief confident agency can answer questions on 
Iran (p6) 

Haiti’s prime minister forms government (p7) 

Venezuela referendum battle moves to top court (p7) 
Domestic News : 

Lawmaker guilty by association? (p20) 

Ex-governor’s daughter handed suspended term (p2) 

Other, boyfriend held over 2-year-old’s death (p2) 

Japan detainee meets family in Chine (p2) 

Japan to help protect Iraq’s Sumer ruins artifacts (p3) 

Ishiba panned for calling SDF ‘autistic’ (p3) 


Business News 

Booming manufacturers reward workers (p10) 

Matsushita to hire more Chinese than Japanese (p10) 

Japan Post expects profit for 2003 (p10) 

_ Preventive-care firms lift operations in response to 

graying population (p10) 

Poultry imports from Netherlands banned over flu (p10) 

Top U.S. union seeks sanctions against Chinese labor 
violations (p13) 

Brown predicts up to 3.5% growth for U.K. (p13) 


Sports News — 
Miyazato picks up Academic Award (p21) 
Ex-Lion Maeda heads for China (p21) 
Valentine speaks his mind in preseason game (p21) 
Zico fears complacency (p19) 
Editorial | 
Perils of internecine war in Iraq (p16) 


Mar. 19 (Friday) 


Front Page News 
Kosovo violence leaves 22 dead 
Yes, there’s water at Martian pole 
Japan defies terror threat—but tightens security at 


Stations 
Car bomb near Baghdad hotel kills 17 


Foreign News | 
China goes schizophrenic over Taiwan (p4) 
China to free jailed Korean photographer (p4) 
Bureau urges drug tests for pilots (p4) 
Baghdad blast shakes up U.S. presidential race (p5) 
Iran cooperating with nuclear agency: IAEA chief (p5) 
Karzai hints Afghan elections may be postponed (p5) 
Latortue is sworn in as new Haiti leader (p6) 
~ Domestic News 
Mobster denies involvement in massive loan-sharking 
network (p2) 
Hog cholera suspected in Kagoshima (p2) 
Independents to run in Kumamoto (p2) 
Surgeons involved in fatal malpractice cases suspended 
(p2) 
‘Fink-on-a-foreigner’ Web site hit as xenophobic, faces 
review (p2) 
Tanaka’s daughter seeks fines for publisher (p3) 
Business News 
U.K. to cut 42,000 public sector jobs (p7) 
L.G. Philips tips $21 billion investment in flat-screens 
(p7) 
China signs $20 billion deal to buy Iranian gas (p8) 
China to build own large jets (p8) 
France reportedly threatens Rato candidacy for IMF 
head (p8) 


Government’s stake in Shinsei may be cut (p9) 

Former Chinese minister praises Japan’s FTA efforts 
(p9) 

Trade council names next chairman (p9) 

U.S. farm chief prods Japan on beef imports (p9) 

Malaysia purchases Proton shares from MMC (p9) 


Sports News 
Failure to include Takahashi on team for Athens a joke 
(p22) 
Kiyohara cracks two homers (p23) 
Japan grabs Athens berth (p24) 


Editorial 
A victory for terrorists in Spain (p18) 


Mar. 20 (Saturday) 


Front Page News 
Taiwan's president shot 
Injunction upheld against latest issue of Shukan 
Bunshun 
Riots spread across Kosovo; peacekeepers boosted 
Pakistan closes in on al-Qaeda’s No.2 man 


Foreign News 
S. Korea’s acting leader given high marks (p4) 
‘Misled’ on Iraq WMD, Poland mulls early exit (p5) 
Georgia’s president shuts down rebellion (p6) 
French troops move to Haiti’s rebel-held north (p6) 
Hospital claims 8-organ transplant (p7) 
Domestic News 
Avian flu genes match South Korea’s (p2) 
Koizumi, Fukuda repeat Iraq resolve (p2) 
Kawaguchi to visit China in April (p2) 
Bulgarian envoy pushes bilateral trade (p2) 
LDP lawmaker bankrupt after debt-guarantee fiasco 
aa 
More medical aid sought for sarin attack survivors (p2) 
10% of wealthy households don’t pay pension 
premiums (p2) 
Japan school in U.S. may take Americans (p3) 
Japan criticized over poor effort to prevent human 
trafficking (p3) 
Business News | 
Fukui said to be ‘doing his best’ under strict policy (p8) 
Diet Oks U.S.-Japanese tax treaty (p8) 
Fujitsu to build *¥ 160 billion chip plant (p8) 
Japan asks to join chi-tax flap between U.S., China (p8) 
Firms eye acid venture in China (8) 


Prosecutors seek trial for Parmalat execs (p10) 
U.S. hits China with its first WTO complaint (p11) 


Sports News 
Jones refuses to rule out Japan job (p19) 
Murata bags gold in Athens event (p19) 
Japan women thrash Russia (p19) 
Kasai soars to victory at Ito Cup (p19) 
Uemura captures dual moguls title (p19) 
Murayama tied for Bay Hill lead (p19) 
Ito elected to Hall of Fame (p20) 


Editorial 
Time to readjust foreign policy (p16) 


Mar. 21 (Sunday) 
Front Page News 


Chen narrowly re-elected in Taiwan 


Bush urges allies to stand firm against terrorism on Iraq 


invasion anniversary 
USA Today admits to made-up stories 
Ex-Dutch Queen Juliana dies 


Foreign News 
Taiwan rules out China link in shooting of President 
Chen (p3) 
Aussies will be ‘hit’ over link to U.S. (p3) 
Three Moroccans charged with mass murder in Madrid 
attacks (p4) 
EU backs away from CIA-like spy agency (p4) 
Dutch prince to keep title even after unsanctioned 
marriage (p4) 
NATO works to restore order in Kosovo (p5) _ 
Haitian rebel leader vows arms handover (p5) 
Eight-organ transplant baby makes public debut in 
Miami (p6) 
Domestic News 
Peace movement revives for protests on Iraq war (p2) 
Deal reportedly reached on U.S. military suspects (p2) 
Bush mentions slain Japanese diplomat in Iraq war 
speech (p2) 
Subway-attack anniversary marked (p2) 
Publisher appeals injunction order (p2) 
Iraq Governing Council head to visit (p2) 
Business News 
Bush campaign admits errors, will sell only U.S.-made 
goods (p17) — 
Moscow court denies bail to ex-oil tycoon 
Khodorkovsky (p17) 


Sports News 


Fighters whip Giants in Sapporo (p19) 

Schumacher takes pole in Malaysia (p19) 

Maruyama on the move as Woods wavers (p20) 
Editorial 

Farewell to ‘Sesame Street’ (p12) 


Mar. 22 (Monday) 


Front Page News 
Taiwan ballot boxes are sealed 
- Pakistan keeps hitting militants 
Coronavirus related to SARS discovered by Dutch 
scientists 


Foreign News 


Pictures of Chen receiving treatment in hospital released 


(p3) 


South Koreans hold dueling rallies over impeachment of 


the president (p3) 
China jails news execs, arrests third (p3) 


Serb village gutted as NATO troops ‘turned their backs’ 


(p4) 


France starts key regional elections that could jolt ruling 


conservatives (p4) 
Thousands rally around globe against war in Iraq (p5) 
Canada Conservative Party makes Harper first leader 
(p7) 
Bush launches campaign in ‘memorable’ Florida (p8) 
_ US. favorite in Salvador poll has edge over rival (p8) 
Dutch begin days of mourning for ex-Queen Juliana 


(p9) 
U.S. church trial acquits lesbian Methodist pastor (p9) 


Domestic News 
Iraqis to seek Japanese help for Saddam’s trial (p2) 
Government mulls more flexible, stricter security levels 
at airports (p2) 
‘Russia mulling new oil pipeline route favorable to Japan 
(p2) 
Yamasaki not to run for Upper House (p2) 
Sports News 
Toshiba tops Kobe to capture JRF Championship (p21) 
Asashoryu shows no sign of letting up (p22) 


~ Editorial 


BOJ Governor Fukui’s first year (p18) 


Mar. 23 (Tuesday) 


Front Page News © 
Hamas founder Yassin killed by Israel airstrike 
Protests continue over Taiwan election 
Land prices off for 13" year but pace of decline is 
easing 
Abdullah wins Malaysian vote, is sworn in for another 
term 


Foreign News 


Disputed poll highlights Taiwan’s identity crisis (p4) 

Howard comes under fire in Parliament for pressuring 
police commissioner (p4) 

Pyongyang cancels Korean talks (p4) 

Bush ignored terrorism threat, doing ‘terrible job’: ex- 
aide (p5) 

Terrorism top of agenda at EU foreign minister summit 
(p8) 

Far-right makes strong gains in French elections (p6) 

Kerry, Bush warned to tone down frenzy of election 
attacks (p6) 

U.K. relocates embassy in Algeria (p6) 

Schroeder quits leadership of Germany’s Social 
Democrats (p6) 

Iraq-born architect selected to receive 2004 Pritzer prize 
(p7) ) 

Canada plans to sell marijuana in drugstores as part of 
pilot plan (p8) 

Egypt wants Ramses VI’s face back (p8) 

Domestic News 

Surgeon gets suspended term for coverup (p2) 

Farm’s pigs got unapproved cholera shot (p2) 

IHI settles with unionists sidetracked for JJCP ties (p2) 

Top court loses Lockheed records (p2) 

Daughter of murdered journalist awarded scholarship 
(p2) 

Foreign reporters mixed on Tokyo’s new Mideast role 
(p3) 

Troops in Iraq set to get down to business (p3) 

Dud Molotov cocktails lobbed at U.S. Embassy (p3) 

Three killed in yakuza violence (p2) 


Business News 

Honda, Nissan win top marks in crash test (p10) 

Electrocoty, gas firms vie for slice of energy market 
(p10) 

Three companies granted approval for TSE listing (p10) 

Pension funds to head toward bonds (p10) 

Woman to take Cabinet Office post (p10) 

EU to decide Microsoft's antitrust fine (p13) 

Wal-Mart stays atop Fortune 500 (p13) 


TWSE has biggest plunge in 8 years (pt) 


Sports News | 
Olympic champion Italy ousted (p19) 
Matsui homers as Yanks club Devil Rays (p19) 


Editorial 
Kosovo in flames, again (p16) 


Mar. 24 (Wednesday) 


Front Page News 
Taiwan’s Chen asks Parliament to OK recount of 
disputed poll 
Palestinians vow revenge for death of Hamas head 
U.S. to post Aegis ship in the Sea of Japan 
Japan criticizes Israel over ‘reckless’ Yassin 
assassination 


Foreign News 
Lien promises to accept results if recount is held (p4) 
China halts rights dialogue with U.S. over U.N. motion 
(p4) 
Malaysian Cabinet set for shakeup (p4) 
Spain frees one suspect, holds 13 over attacks (p5) 
Toledo scraps intelligence agency (p6) 
Female sacked for sex harassment (p6) 
Shiite cleric places new hurdle to Iraq constitution (p6) 
Domestic News 
Court rejects suit by WWII slave-laborers (p2) 
Man confesses to one Fukuoka murder (p2) 
Ginza jewel robbers’, French connection probed (p2) 
Former Lower House member admits paying for votes 
(p2) 
Hokkaido police skimming tip of iceberg ? (p3) 
Koizumi fears backlash over Yasukuni ire (p3) 
LDP lawmakers ganging up for post-Koizumi struggle 
(p3) 
Business News 
Osaka expected to follow Tokyo on bank-tax cut (p12) 
Importers look beyond China to Indian textiles (p12) 
Economy not yet in clear, OECD says (p12) 
Capital inflow seen returning to Russia (p14) 
WTO sides with Canada in lumber row (p15) 
IMF extends fresh loans to Argentina (p15) 
Sports News 
Japan to face Italy in opener (p21) 
Wada hot as Lions pound Giants (p21) 
Spain beats Japan in qualifiers (p21) 
Plushenko, Sandhu win qualifiers (p22) 
Editorial 
A bullet tips Taiwan’s ballot (p16) 


Mar. 25 (Thursday) 


Front Page News 
Blair set to meet Gadhafi in Libya 
9/11 panel faults Bush and Clinton 
Chinese activists collared on disputed islet 
Mitsubishi Fuso recalls 112,000 vehicles 


Foreign News 
Taiwanese election talks fail as major protests continue 
(p4) | 
China miffed at U.S. fingerprinting (p4) | 
Clarke ‘praised Bush’ in ’03 letter (p5) 
White House brass fends off 9/11 criticism (p5) 


Anniversary of NATO bombing marked (p6) 
Russian Navy chief recants ship comments (p7) 


Domestic News, 
NHK off hook for sex-slave trial editing (p2) 
Iraq looking for aid in oil, gas production(p2) 
Parties agree to ban spouses as Diet aides (p2) 
Pre-emptive strike is a legal right, think tank says (p2) 
Health ministry ties lung cancer drug to 444 deaths (p3) 
‘Kyo-mai’ dance master, first ‘living national treasure’ 

Inoue, 98 dies (p3) 


Business News 
JAL hoping for revival with JAS under its wing (p8) 
Beef tariff to be cut to 38.5% in Apmil (p8) 
Broadcasters set to offer digital services for mobile 

phones (p8) 

Banks must use realistic interest rates, lobby says (p8) 
Fujitsu, Mitsubishi eye FOMA tieup (p8) 
Japan, ASEAN investment recovers (p8) 
Recording industry sues 532 music-file swappers (p14) 
U.S. health-care system faces insolvency (p15) 
Canada to cut spending to defend fiscal surplus (p15) 


Sports News 
Sasaki returns to Yokohama mound (p23) 
Sapporo Dome to install ‘Shinjo seats’ (p23) 
Takahashi to race in city marathon (p23) 
Japan women’s team qualifies for Olympics (p24) 


Editorial 
Assassination is not the answer (p20) 


Mar. 26 (Friday) 


Front Page News 
Japan grills isle intruders; China demands their release 
Clarke sounded al-Qaeda alarm week before 9/11 
-Gadhafi hosts Blair as Libya comes out of cold 
Mars once boasted a salty sea 
Foreign News 
Taiwan lawmakers to vote on poll recount (p4) 
China tells Vietman to stay out of Spratlys (p4) 
Spain royals greet kin of bombing victims (p7) 
Bomb found under French train tracks (p7) 
Domestic News 
Hub abrasions found on Mitsubishi buses in ’02 (p2) 
NPA claims 83 women trafficked in for sex in ’03 (p2) 
Magazine publisher defends article on Tanaka's 
daughter (p2) 
India’s new ambassador pushes economic cooperation 
(p2) 
Arai, ex-LDP, admits vote-buying (p2) 
Insurers must pay out for suicides (p2) 
End of ‘News Station’ run prompts mixture of disbelief, 
grief and relief (p3) 
More China activists to land on isles (p3) 
Business News 
China growth prompts 51.7% trade surplus rise (p8) 
Recycling law spurs sales of used PCs (p8) 
State’s debt amounts to 5.25 million per capita (p8) 
Japan said nearing victory in Russia oil pipeline deal 
(p8) 
Toyota, Nissan lead overseas surge (p8) 


Eurotunnel names new boss to calm investors (p18) 
Telegraph to publish weekly NYT (p19) 


China eyes being biggest ship[builder (p19) 
U.S., Europe remain ocean apart in antitrust 
enforcement (p18) 


Sports News 
Arakawa, Ando sharp in qualifying for singles (p22) 
Sugiyama to play through grief (p22) 
Giants hammer Swallows 9-5 (p23) 
Trio moves to 12-0; Kaio loses (p24) 
Hanshin Tigers translator Sasaki thinking big (p24) 


Editorial 
Last resort to protect privacy (p20) 


Mar. 27 (Saturday) 


Front Page News 
Slave-laborers win redress in landmark court ruling 


Diet passes ¥ 82 trillion ’04 budget 
EU restarts constitution talks, adopts antiterrorism 
package 
Ex-North Korean spy wants hand in collapse of Kim's 
empire 
Isle intruders get fast boot back to China 
Foreign News 
Chen formally declared Taiwan election winner (p4) 
Megawati still leads in presidential race (p4) 
Estrada outraged by ‘corrupt’ label (p4) 
Blackmail group renews threats against France (p6) 
Palestinian intellectuals call for nonviolent response to 
killing (p7) 
NATO expansion could lead to Russian military buildup 
(p7) 
Bush poles fun at himself, those elusive WMD (p8) 
Domestic News | 
Asylum-seeker prefers death before detention (p2) 
Is the Senkaku row about nationalism—cr oil (p2) 
Boy crushed in Roppongi Hills’ doors (p2) 
Japan on Hamas’ side: Israel envoy (p2) 
_ Experts mull extent of bird flu infection among crows 
(p3) 
LDP Oks defense policy with option for offense (p3) 
Business News 
U.S. meatpackers may get beef test nod (p10) 
- Toyota makes Forbes’ 2004 top 10 (p10) 
Cabinet Office looks to private sector (p10) 
U.S. lawmakers look to cut taxes in next budget (p15) 
White House seeks OPEC output rise (p15) 
Sports News 
Igawa, Anas shine for Tigers (p23) 
Nagashima moves hospital (p23) 
Plushenko tumbles, still wins world title (p24) 
Tohoku High’s Darvish hurls no-hitter at Koshien (p24) 
Editorial 
The last thing Japan, China need (p20) 


Mar. 28 (Sunday) 


Front Page News 
500,000 protest disputed Taiwan election 
Bush to see Sharon, Mubarak, Abdullah over Israel 
pullback 
SDF completes deployment of 550 ground troops in Iraq 
Spain bomb probe leads to Germany 


Foreign News 


China slams U.S. for congratulating Chen (p3) 

Pakistan government condemns purported al-Zawahn 
tape (p4) 

EU calls for Cyprus peace deal in accordance with 
union law (p5) 

Polish premier to quit due to fading support (p5) 

Caribbean nations will not recognize new Haiti (p5) 

U.S. abortion rights backers hit Unborn Victims of 
Violence Act (p6) 

Italian strike over pensions shuts transport, other 
services (p6) 


Domestic News 
Deadly Roppongi door draws scrutiny (p2) 
Local weekly slams slow GSDF aid in Samawah (p2) 
Arab nations urged to learn from Japan’s pollution woes 
(p2) 
40% worried domestic security 1s waning (p2) 
Mitsubishi Heavy wins repair contract for Iraq power 
plant (p2) 
Koizumi favors unifying pensions (p2) 
Cheney to visit Japan next month (p2) 
Business News 
Kazak oil boom forces workers to move (p16) 
Express owner ends Telegraph bid (p16) 
U.S. issues official notice that its beef is safe to eat 
(pI7) 
Kerry vows 10 million new jobs, end to overseas tax 
breaks (p17) 
Sports News 
Thorpe disqualified in Olympic trials (p19) 
Musashi beats Akebono on points (p19) 
Arakawa, Ando in position for medals after short 
program (p20) 
Weary Yankees, Rays arrive in Tokyo (p20) 
Editorial 
The little horse hat couldn’t (p12) 


Mar. 29 (Monday) 


Front Page News 
Plane zooms 8,000 kph, double previous record 
Karzai puts off Afghan voting until September 
Taiwan crisis eases as Nationalists expect recount 


Foreign News 


China newspapers play up Taiwanese protest of election 
(p3) 

Sri Lanka monks court Buddhist tradition for election 
victory (p3) 

Iraqi defector’s WMD lies detailed (p4) 

Counter terrorism controversy focuses on Rice (p4) 

Veteran French lawyer agrees to represent Hussein at 
trial (p4) 

Envoy calls attacks in Congo capital coup attempt (p5) 

French government braces for blow in second election 
round (p5) 

Tensions high as Georgia holds parliamentary elections 
(p5) 

Party gives Spain’s Aznar fond farewell (p6) 

U.S. ban on partial-birth abortion will be challenged in 
three courts (p7) 

Domestic News 
Japan, U.S. agree on troop crime suspects (p2) 
Mayor’s daughter, 22-missing since Friday (p2) 


Myanmar Embassy collecting ‘tax’ (p2) 
Koizumi ‘puzzled’ by outcry in Asia over Yasukuni 
visits (p2) 
JAL, ANA open new China routes (p2) 
Business News 
Japan sees *¥ 7.2 trillion robot market by 2025 (p11) 


Sports News 
Asashoryu stays perfect to claim Spring Basho (p19) 
Arakawa bags title to end Kwan’s reign at skating 
worlds (p19) 


Editorial 
Letting foreign workers past the gate (p14) 


Mar. 30 (Tuesday) 


Front Page News 
Court rejects U.S. request for extradition in industnal 
spy case 
Top three parties call for a recount of Taiwan election 
Pressure mounts on Chirac 
Top Republicans on 9/11 panel call for Rice to testify 
publicly 
Foreign News 
China, India officials discuss border peace (p4) 
Congo troops back 1n control after suspected coup 
attempt (p5) 
Georgian president’s allies voted in (p5) 
Coalition closes newspaper sponsored by anti-U.S. 
cleric (p5) 
Turkish poll boosts ruling party mandate (p6) 
Sharon bribery scandal could destroy Gaza plan (p6) 
Three Baltic states set to join NATO in Washington 
ceremony (p7) 


U.S. nuclear industry eyes revival amid skepticism (p7) 


Domestic News 
Deadly door’s sensor was set at 135 cm (p2) 
GSDF inaugurates undercover antiterrorist squad (p2) 
China’s growing might, Kerry factor weigh on Japan- 
U.S. ties (p2) 
Sato indicted over side’s salary (p2) 
Ministry aids foreign journalists (p2) 
Business News 


METI seeks alteration of 15 of its partners’ trade tactics 


(p9) 

Kerry would target yen-bashing: aide (p9) 

Mitsubishi enters China publishing (p9) 

Italy challenges EU budget rules (p17) 

South Korean bullet train ready to run (p17) 
Sports News 

Thorpe qualifies for Aussie Olympic team (p22) 

Japan internationals to leave Suntory (p23) 
Editorial 

A test for Taiwan’s democracy (p20) 


Mar. 31(Wednesday) 
Front Page News © 
Teachers will be punished for not singing anthem 
Historic expansion takes NATO military might to 
Russia border 
Nurse gets life for muscle-relaxant slaying 
Foreign News 
Chen sees permanent China deadlock (p4) 


Malaysia’s new Cabinet is sworn in (p4) 

U.S. admits responsibility in death of journalists (p5) 

Hussein not talking as U.S. officials seek evidence for 
trial (p5) 

Sharon to pursue Gaza pullout plan (p5) 

World-first smoking ban takes effect in Ireland (p5) 

Bush can’t shake off Clarke accusations (p6) 


Domestic News 
Mori Building raided over boy’s death (p2) 
Kids to learn about North Korea abductions, Sept. 11 
attacks (p2) 
Iranian family faces deportation as justice minister wins 
court reversal (p2) 
Nation gears up for tax-inclusive pricing (p3) 
Some firms merit-based pay wanting, return to seniority 
(p3) 
Japan coming up short on child nghts (p3) 
U.S. regrets Japan’s refusal to extradite accused spy 
(p3) 
Business News 
U.S. treaty revision spells tax cuts (p7) 
Tokyo hopes to renegotiate tax pacts with Asian 
neighbors (p7) 
Cabinet told to get moving, ink fresh trade pacts (p7) 
February unemployment rate steady at 5% (p/7) 
Companies prepare for launch of securities trading 
deregulation (p7) 
Record exports, industrial boom signal South Korean 
recovery (p15) 
Sports News 
Arakawa says she is still lacking champion poise (p18) 
Japan aiming for Olympic gold (p19) 
Devil Rays sting Yankees (p20) 
Editorial : 
Pay transparency for secretaries (p16) 


(End) 


